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TO t US Displaced Persona Ccsuilaslm Hq., 

FrankfUrt-sw-Maln > Oonnany 
iPO 757, US Anv 

s 

ittenticD; ¥r« DeCepoa 

FROM I James B. Hurley 

SUBJECT I the, OrganlMitlon "DAUQAVAS 

1. The routine Brlti^ InteUigence obeoic cn TQQUSS, Andrejs, 
BO 15I 136, rerrealed that be has been a Cos.uittee Chairman of the 
DaugaTue Vanagi. the inforaatlon Airther stated that this orgairUatloi) 
was fomed for wdLfart purposes and had no political slgnlfleanoe* 
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2. Regarding this orgnlsatlon the Inreatlgations Seetloo of 
this office has received the following informations 

FflXw >«.•- 

a. The Dangavas Vanagi (literal translations **The Retf^es 
of tbs River Daugevis) was orl ginally forasd in 19ii5 In the Prisoner of 
War Camp in Zedelheim, Belgiun. This PcW oanp was mainly used for former 
soldiers of the BUtic Legions, the original objective of this organia*- 
tico, the title of wtxld& was taksn fr» a aong by a Latvian poet named 
Sglltis in lAiich he asntions the the River Dmugavae**, wastb 

aeaist the crippled Latvian legionaires* This or^iaation has always 
been veiy neticnelistio end dsw Its support, both financial and moral, 
from Latvians only* Op until 19k7 (the beginnlAg of the "Westward Ho* 
Bdxmm), the argsnisation had baen a loosely knit aod poorly administrated 
bodf' In I 9 U 7 mazy single Latvian malea begun to take adv»tage of the 
"Westward Ho" Sdtimm and subsequantly the Daugavaa Vanagl was properly 
organised and admlnlatrated. Theae Latvians^ who now had work popalbilitiee 
and a ateadlf Xnomm, contributed a substantial mioaat of acnsy to this 
orguiiaation. As far as is known the headquarters of this organlmatlon has 
slnoe then moved to Detaoldy Oermany, and representatives are preewit in a 
great number of DP oampa throuj^out Osmany. Ihe funds of this organisation 
are used for aid to Latvian invalids and widows. A great of the 

Latvians still in Bngland opntrlbuts to this ftaid. Ths Brltleb g ov e n i mat 
has pemittsd legal currency transaotiocis when these eontributiona are 
exchaqged from British pounds to Oeraan Uarks* As fares is known, the 
of f iolAl name that this organisation carries at ^esant in Oreat Britain 
is the Daugavaa Vanagu Funds (The Fund of the Ba l es'' of the Riier Dangavae) • 
This organisation is not offioially reco£piited by the British Oovemaent, 
although it la not termed stAwraive. 
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b. The DAugavaa Vanagl la gorerned bj an tilectod covilttee i 

coaaiatinc of nine aen. The head of the conalttee la a foraer ooXonal i 

of the LatTlan Legion (Waff an S5' JA!7'JUS» One of the official dlatrlbotora 

of fmda at present in Ldbeck is a Latvian naaad ^ 

c. ihron th e ri ae of tho Fasdat movement ontil 193k an ‘ 

organisation called **PE?0CCXUCT7Jb'TS (The Swastika Leagae) waa existing In • 

Latvia ■>) IS Kajr 19k3» la^en the Lat^vlan dictator Karlla exeooted 

a coop de etat and aaamed power aa a dletat^. Thla organlsatien waa 
outlawed bytt continued to exist Illegally, /its leader until, 193k was 
Oustava CSLU13XS, In 193k CeLalna left Lat»vla and aooght refuge In Sweden. 

In July 19kl CeLmina came to Oezmany and after that cooitry had occupied 

Latvia he again appeared In Latvia. When the Oorsana first oeoupled Latvia 

members of the Perkenkruats formed the basic core of the SD. However, i 

no inforaatloo has been received that CeLmlna himself was a meaber of this \ 

SD unit. In the middle of 19kl a foraer Latvian corporal named ARiJS, 

who had collaboratod with the Osmans and received troa thma the rank of 

Mdor of the SS, managed to drive out the Perkonkrosts and Installed hia 

foUewere Into the ^veHwntloned unit which had Its headqittrters In 

the capital of Latvia, Riga* From than until the German ooUapee In Latvia, 

Arajs and his supporters oospoaed the SI) unit In Latvia. Pomer mekbera 
of the Perkonkroata having been driven oit by Irajs were aselpied to the 
Central Registry which oarrled fllea on all Latvians and waa located in Riga. 

They still continued to wear SO unlforsa* elthough they were not eonaldered i 

to be SD meabere any longer. It has been rumored that Celmlna himself has 

at times been seen In the streets in Riga during the German oect^atlon, 

wealing an SD uniform, fben the Qeimans withdrew frox Latvia beoaxiae of 

the Russian advances, Celmlns disappeared from sig^.t. At the end of World 

lar XI he appeared In Pone, Italy, where he le still a resident. 

d. At preaesit varloos Latvian pditleal factions are vying for j 

a majority of foUowero ao aa to be able to eet up a government in eodle 

vbloh would be entitled ~ as a representative of the majority of the 
Latvian people - to represent them whan dealing with the Western Powers. 

It has been noticed that the Daugavas Vanagl is one of theae pdlitleel 
factions. Since Its mamberahlp to-dgy la not great enouib to aaeert it- 
self aa a majority, it has token to exCLlat Into its rank foxmmr membera 
of the Pertconkmata. It has cone to the attention oC the Inveetlgatlve 
section of this office that the leader of the Daugavia Venigl, 

has contacted Gustav CBJUKS, the former leader of the Pc^ohlu^ate, and 
is attempting to induce Cdlmlns to Join the ranks of the Daugavas V|^agl - 
ond as far as is known he has consented to thla - which wodld naturally 
put Celcdna followera into the fold of the Daugavas Vanagl. It la an * 
estAbllahed fact that a great ntnber of the foraer membera of the Perkon- 
kroata are to-day aeobere of the Daugavas Vanagl. It la needleaa to . 

point out that In due course of time the Daugavas Vanagl will be extremely I 

Paaclat in their viewpoints. It should be eatnhaalsed that a certain Faaoiat I 

tendency la already apparent. 

C.-KFTDgnu:. 
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It Is requBsted that your olfice oonfirm the inforoattosn 
received by the Inveeti gat ions Section of this office and/or furnish 
this office any additional information regarding the abore-oent ioned 
organization. The above outlined infoimatlon has been Treceived frcm a 
usually reliable source. 

1». The case of VXiSS, Andrejs, EC 151 136 and NEIMAHIS, 
Id.rLja-Hd.ena, EC 133 366, nlll be held In abe]ranee until your office 
oan Inf ora this office whether or not the above-mentioned organisation 
can be considered to be a aoveaent hositle to the form of govemBOit of 
the %ited States. 



JAMES B. HlJTTLEf 
Stf^ior Officer 
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